KINGTON  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Herefordshire 


Joint 

ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
and  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspector 
for  the  year  1955 


1 


MEMBERS  OF  THE  COUNCIL 
(As  at  31st  December,  1955) 

W.C.  Sevan  (Vice-Chairman  of  the  Council)  ..  Kinsham. 


W.  Davies 

• • 

• • 

Eardisley. 

J, V . Duggan  .. 

• • 

• • 

Kington  Rural 

D . Edwards 

• • 

• • 

Byton. 

W.  P.  Edwards  . . 

• • 

• • 

St aunt on-on- Arrow. 

Mrs.  C.E.  Hope 

• • 

• • 

Whitney-on-Wy e . 

J .D . Hutton 

• • 

• • 

Lyon shall . 

J.C.  Jay  (Chairman  of  the  Council) 

• • 

• • 

Winforton  with 
Willersley . 

H .H . Jones 

• • 

• • 

Huntington. 

J . Jones 

• • 

• • 

Kington  Rural. 

R.  Jones 

• • 

• • 

Pembridge. 

R.  Morris 

• • 

4 • 

Pembridge. 

H . Owens 

• • 

• • 

Stapleton. 

A.R.N.  Parker. . 

• • 

•• 

Pembridge. 

Dr.  J .P . Paul . . 

• • 

Brill ey. 

W.E.  Pye 

• • 

• » 

Titley. 

T . Thomas 

• • 

• • 

Lyon shall . 

A- R.  Wynne 

« • 

• • 

Eardisley. 

Clerk  to  the  Council 

A.  W. 

Jones 

Staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
Sanitary  Inspector  & Surveyor 


I.P.  MACKENZIE,  M.D.(Edin),  D.P.H 

D.T.M.  & K. 

E . R . CHILLING-FORD , M . R . S . I . , 

K.S.I.A-, 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Kington  Rural  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Hope,  Gentlemen, 

Your  Sanitary  Inspector  and  I have  pleasure  in  presenting 
our  joint  report  for  the  year  1955* 


No  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease  of  a major  or  serious 
character  occurred  during  the  twelve  months.  The  incidence  of 
Measles  {4.6  notified  cases)  was  about  average  level,  and  the 
epidemic  that  I thought  might  arise  did  not,  in  the  event,  occur. 
In  that  connection  it  is  of  interest  to  note  that  the  last 
occasion  when  there  was  a major  outbreak  in  our  district  was  1947 
(201  notified  cases)  so  there  must  be  many  children  of  school  age 
and  under,  who  arc  not  immune  and  who,  therefore,  might  contract 
the  disease,  should,  they  come  into  contact  with  infection. 

It  should,  of  course,  be  borne  in  mind  that  some  people,  and 
particularly  rural  residents,  roach  adult  life  before  suffering 
from  this  childhood  illness. 

Members  will  observe,  with  some  disquiet,  the  spectacular 
fall  in  our  birth  rate.  For  the  year  under  review  it  was  9*8 
per  thousand  of  population;  the  actual  births  numbering  only  48. 
During  the  proceeding  seven  years  (1948  'co  1954  inclusive)  the 
average  number  of  births  per  annum  was  a little  over  85 , and  the 
birth  rate  at  the  lowest  point  (1953)  was,  at  15.2  per  thousand, 
well  above  the  level  of  1955-  1 am  at  a loss  how  to  account  for 

this  sudden  fall.  It  may  be  wiser  at  this  stage  not  to  hazard 
a guess,  but  to  regard  it  as  being  merely  fortuitous;  if  the 
number  of  births  in  a district  could,  in  these  days  of  controlled 
parenthood,  ever  be  regarded,  correctly,  as  merely  fortuitous. 

The  birth  rate  for  the  county  as  a whole  for  1955  was 
15.7*  This  is  slightly  higher  than  the  rate  for  the  proceeding 
year.  I have  ascertained  through  my  colleagues  that  in  no  other 
urban  or  rural  district  in  Herefordshire  has  there  been  a fall 
anywhere  approaching  that  for  our  district.  We  are  therefore 
singled  out  from  all  the  others  by  having  a birth  rate  so  low 
as  to  be  without  precedent  in  Herefordshire.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  this  docs  not  herald  a period  of  rapid  decline  in  our  child 
population.  Such  a decline  would  have  long-term  consequences, 
not  only  on  our  housing  programme,  but  on  the  provision  of 
educational  facilities,  the  availability  of  labour  and  so  on. 

Under  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act  1954,  the  Council 
was  required  to  prepare,  by  August  3°th  1955,  a programme  for 
the  replacement  of  property  in  the  district  that  is  unfit  for 
human  habitation.  As  no  housing  survey  had  been  carried  out 
throughout  the  area,  an  additional  Sanitary  Inspector  was  engaged, 
on  a temporary  basis,  to  undertake  this  work  and,  as  is  recorded 
in  the  text,  j02  properties  wore  surveyed  before  the  end  of  the  ye 
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The  fact  that  little  material  progress  took  place  during 
the  year  with  the  projected  comprehensive  water  scheme  means, 
among  other  things,  that  the  selection  of  sites  on  which  to 
build  the  houses  for  the  replacement  of  these  unfit  dwellings 
has  not  been  made  any  easier.  We  have  doubts  about  the  wisdom 
of  following  the  Minis try1 s advice  to  proceed  urgently  with 
preparatory  work,  which,  for  us,  at  this  stage,  would  involve 
the  selection  and  acquisition  of  sites  as  a long-term  policy. 

This  hesitation  will  undoubtedly  remain  until,  at  least,  it  has 
become  clear  that  piped  water  will  be  available  within  the 
district  within  a stated  number  of  years.  If  a Water  Board 
is  formed,  we  cannot  assume  that  they  will  accord  us  priority 
even  though  we  possess  a large  water  purification  plant  already 
in  operation.  Some  other  districts  arc  equally  fortunate  in 
that  respect  and  as  development  cannot  proceed  in  all,  simil- 
taneously,  (credit  restrictions  and  staffing  will  militate 
against  that)  the  Board  is  almost  certain  to  prepare  a priority 
list.  Whether  a County  Water  Eoard  would  place  our  district 
high  or  low  on  such  a list  is  a gamble  wo  must  take  in  supporting 
the  proposal  to  have  a water  board. 

Another  aspect  of  the  problem  created  for  us  by  the 
government's  decision  to  press  Local  Authorities  to  deal  with 
unfit  dwellings  is  more  within  the  sphere  of  housing  management, 
but,  as  it  is  bound  to  become  of  greater  importance  to  us  as  a 
council  in  the  future,  I think  I should  refer  to  it  here. 

One  cannot  overlook  the  fact  that  though  most  people  in  unfit, 
so-called  slum  houses,  are  respectable  folk  who  would  make  good 
tenants,  others  are  not,  and  these  socially  unadaptable,  problem 
families  may  (as  the  Sanitary  Inspector  to  another  Rural  District 
Council  in  North  Herefordshire  has  just  warned  his  authority) 
lower  the  general  standard  on  council  housing  estates  by  driving 
other  people  away.  The  problem  is  one  that  has  to  be  faced 
all  over  the  country.  A report  on  this  subject,  prepared  by 
a sub-committee  of  the  Central  Housing  Advisory  Committee  was 
published  in  June  1355-  It  deals  thoroughly  with  all  aspects 
of  the  problem,  and  numerous  authorities,  including  our  own 
County  Council,  submitted  evidence.  With  such  an  intractable 
problem  it  is  not  surprising  that  the  subcommittee's  recommend- 
ations are  disappointing  and  may  prove  very  difficult  for  a.n 
authority  such  as  ours  to  implement.  It  wlis  my  fea.r  that  this 
unfortunate  trend  may  affect  our  proposed  Hcrgest  Camp  Housing 
Estate,  that  led  me  to  submit  a special  memorandum  to  the 
Council  on  May  19th,  1955-  It  is  included,  in  an  abridged 
form,  as  an  appendix  to  this  report. 

Your  Sanitary  Inspector  and  I would  like  to  acknowledge 
our  appreciation  of  the  keen  interest  taken  by  the  Chairman  and 
members  of  the  Housing  and  Health  Committee  in  our  day  to  day 
activities.  We  find  this  to  be  not  only  an  encouragement  to 
us,  but  an  incentive  as  well. 


I . F . MACKENZIE 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Public  Health  Office:  Church  Street,  Leominster. 

Telephone  No:  Leominster  2595 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OP  THE  AREA 


Area  (in  acres)..  ..  ..  ..  ..  .. 

Popul  at  a o n » . ••  ••  ••  « « . « 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1955)  according 

to  the  Piate  Books 

Rateable  Value  . . 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate 

EXTRACT  FROM  THE  VITAL  STATISTICS  OP  THE  YEAR 


44,472. 

4,680 

1,465 

£16,040 

£60.  1.  2d. 


LIVE  BIRTHS  (Legitimate) 

Total 

. . 46 

Male 

27 

(illegitimate)  .. 

2 

2 

Total  . . 

• • 

..  48 

29 

STILL  BIRTHS  (Legitimate) 

# • 

. . Nil 

( Illegitimate) . . 

» ♦ 

. . Nil 

DEATHS  

. . 69 

29 

DEATHS  PROM  PUERPERAL  CAUSES 

» • 

. . Nil 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE 

YEAR  OF  AGE  (Legitimate) 

. . Nil 

( Illegitimate) . . 

• • 

. . Nil 

COMPARABLE  DATA  FOR  ENGLAND  AND 

WALES , 

.1255. 

Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  estimated  mid-yoar  home  population).. 
Birth  Rato  for  England  and  Wales  . . 

Still  Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births)  . . 
Still  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  . . 

Death  Rate  (per  1,000  estimated  mid-year  home  population).. 
Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  . . 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  (per  1,000  related  live  births)  ♦. 
Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  AMD  INSPECTION 

WATER  SUPPLIES 


Female 

19 

19 


40 


9.8 

15.0 

Nil 

23.1 

14.1 
11.7 

Nil 

24.9 


The  Rural  District  is  still  dependent  on  wells,  springs 
and  estate  supplies,  both  private  and  public,  throughout  its  area. 
Careful  watch  has  been  maintained  during  tho  year,  so  far  as  is 
possible,  on  both  purity  and  sufficiency.  As  the  result  of  a 
prolonged  dry  spell  towards  tho  end  of  the  summer  several  small 
sources  ceased  to  function,  and  there  was  considerable  difficulty 
in  maintaining  essential  supplies  in  these  areas. 


At  the  end  of  the  year  the  district  comprehensive  water 
scheme  was  still  under  consideration  by  the  Ministry.  It  is  hoped 
that  a decision  will  be  forthcoming  in  the  ensuing  year. 

Forty-nine  samples  of  water  were  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination  and  one  for  chemical  examination  during  1955-  Of  these, 
twenty-two  were  satisfactory,  eighteen  unsatisfactory,  and  nine 
were  suspicious.  Advice  on  measures  to  improve  supplies  was  given 
where  necessary. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 


Tlie  question  of  sewage  disposal  received  consideration 
during  the  year.  The  difficulty  of  treating  increased 
quantities  of  sewage  in  the  two  parishes  that  are  sewered, 
becomes  more  apparent  year  by  year  and  necessitates  an  increased 
number  of  visits  to  the  disposal  works,  and  additional  attention 
to  prevent  nuisance  arising.  The  present  methods  of  treatment 
in  Eardisley  and  Pcmbridgo  are  inefficient  as  the  land  available 
for  irrigation  is  limited. 

During  the  past  year,  however,  the  Council  approved 
schemes  for  the  modernisation  of  the  two  public  sewage  treatment 
works;  and  for  the  parish  of  Lyonshall  to  be  sewered.  Those 
proposals  arc  now  before  the  Ministry  for  consideration. 

During  the  year,  continued  use  was  made  of  Improvement 
Grants  under  the  Housing  Acts  which  include  assistance  towards 
the  cost  of  installing  septic  tank  systems  of  drainage  by  private 
persons.  This  has  improved  considerably  the  drainage  arrangements 
of  these  individual  properties  and  reduced  the  possibilities  of 
nuisances  accordingly. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS 


One  complaint  was  received  of  alleged  pollution  of  the 
River  Arrow  by  the  deposit  and  accumulation  of  refuse  at  one 
point  along  its  banks.  Subsequently,  instructions  were  given 
for  the  removal  of  the  rubbish. 


REFUSE  DISPOSAL 

The  work  of  refuse  collection  and  disposal  continued  satis- 
factorily throughout  the  year.  The  service  is  one  that  is 
appreciated  by  the  ratepayers  as  evidenced  by  the  amounts  collected, 
which  incroa.se  month  by  month.  Four  refuse  tips  arc  in  use,  two 
of  which  arc  rapidly  filling  up  and  it  will  be  necessary  to  look 
elsewhere  for  alternative  sites  of  disposal. 

RODENT  CONTROL 

Systematic  survey  and  treatment,  parish  by  parish,  continued 
during  the  yearn?,  e,nd  rat  infestation  throughout  the  district  has 
been  kept  to  a minimum.  In  addition  to  private  and  business 
property,  the  Council's  sewers  and  disposal  works  received  routine 

attention. 

SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS 


Visits  made  in 


connection  with 


Council  House  Repairs 

187 

Housing  Acts 

6l 

Nuisances  and  Complaints 

49 

Building  Byelaws  . . 

156 

Water  Supplies  (general) 

178 

Water  Samples  taken 

50 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulation 

s . . 

24 

Milk  Samples  taken 

51 

Food  Premises 

• • 

209 

Disinfection  following  infectious 

dis 

ease. • 

6 

Disinfestation  of  verminous 

promi 

sec 

3 

Refuse  Disposal 

• • 

• • 

79 

Sewerage 

• * 

• • 

81 

Miscellaneous 

• « 

• • 

14 

Hergest  Camp 

• • 

• • 

151 

Total. 


1299 
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NOTICES  ISSUED 


Informal  . . 9 ’•  Statutory  . . Nil  : Complied  with  . . 8 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS 

Factories  Acts,  1937  and  194$ 


INSPECTIONS 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises  on 

Register 

Inspections : Written 
no  tices 

■! 

Occupiers 
pro  secuted 

...  - . i 

(i) 

Factories  in 
which  Sections 

1 , 2 , 3 , 4 an&  6 

are  to  be  en- 
forced by  Local 
Authorities . 

12 

1 

! 

| 

19  1 

1 

1 

1 

J 

j 

. 

(ii) 

Factories  not 
included  in  (i) 
in  which  Sec.  7 
is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority. 

3 

! 

i 

5 

i 

! 

- 

( iii) 

Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 
( excluding  out- 
workers ' premises) 

12 

1 

! 

I 

25 

1 

; 

1 

TOTAL 

27 

49 

CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 
Want  of  cleanliness  - 2 and  these  were  remedied. 

HOUSING 


The  end  of  1954  saw  the  completion  of  the  Council's  post 
war  housing  programme  with  the  exception  of  four  houses  to  be 
built  at  Staunton-on-Arrow.  Little  progress  was  made  during 
the  year  on  this  scheme,  due  to  difficulties  of  sewerage  disposal 
and  the  general  lay-out  of  the  houses  which  at  first  did  not 
conform  to  the  Ministry's  requirements.  Fresh  proposals  are 
now  under  consideration. 

During  the  year  a start  was  made  on  a Housing  Survey  of  the 
district,  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  302  properties  had  been 
inspected  and  classified  accordingly.  With  the  emphasis  upon 
slum  clearance,  clearly  outlined  in  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents 
Act,  1954,  it  is  essential  that  the  survey  should  proceed  with' 
all  speed  in  order  that  the  Council's  proposals  should  be  complete 
and  their  commitments  ascertained. 

Nine  houses  were  completed  by  private  enterprise  and  a 
further  3 were  under  construction  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

Fifteen  applications  for  Improvement  Grants  under  the  Housing 
Act,  1949,  wore  approved  by  the  Council,  and  works  of  improvement 
on  six  properties  were  completed  during  the  year. 
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Complaints  in  respect  of  housing  accommodation  were  dealt 
with  as  they  arose. 

Merges t Camp  still  provided  temporary  accommodation  for 
upwards  of  seventy  families,  but  it  becomes  increasingly 
difficult  to  keep  the  hutments  weatherproof  and  in  reasonable 
repair. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Two  private  slaughterhouses  are  licensed  in  the  district 
and  this  has  entailed  routine  visits  on  all  occasions  of 
slaughtering.  One  hundred  and  sixty- four  such  visits  were 
made  during  the  year,  the  number  of  animals  inspected  being 
as  follows 

Cattle  . . 148  Sheep  . ♦ 5^9 

Pigs  . . 202  Calves  . . 2 

The  quantity  of  meat  rejected  as  unfit  for  human  con- 
sumption was  relatively  slight,  consisting  of  the  following: - 

Cattle  ..  2 heads,  2 hind  quarters. 

Sheep  ..  4 carcases,  1 fore  quarter. 

Pigs  ..  1 carcase,  3 heads. 

together  with  197  lbs.  of  offal. 

Forty-five  visits  were  made  to  other  food  premises  where 
conditions  generally  were  satisfactory,  due  consideration  being 
given  to  the  ago  of  the  buildings  concerned,  and  the  availability 
or  otherwise  of  essential  services. 

Food  premises  are  summarised  as  follows: - 

General  Stores  . . 10  Butchers  Shops 

Bakeries  . . 3 Public  Houses 

Caf os  . . 2 

Number  of  premises  registered  under  Section  14  of  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act,  1938:  ..  5 

PREVALENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

ANALYSES  OF  TOTAL  NOTIFIED  CASES  ACCORDING  TO  AGE 


2 

11 


Disease  L 


Age  of  Patient 


H 

! 

O 

1-2 

A 4 

5-9 

10-14 

15-24 

25  & 

Over 

Unknown 

TOTAL 

Scarlet  Fever 

- 

- 

' 

2 

1 

- 

3 

Who oping  Cough 

_ 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Measles 

1 

10 

7 

20 

r 

6 

1 

- 

1 

46 

Tuberculosis 
( Re spiratory) 

- 

1 

•- 

4 

- 

5 

Malaria 

(Contracted 

abroad) 

““ 

■ 

1 

1 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


At  the  end  of  1955  the  Tuberculosis  Register  contained 
the  names  of  twenty-five  males  and  twenty-four  females  who 
normally  reside  within  the  district. 

During  the  year  five  new  cases  were  notified,  all  on 
account  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis;  and  three  cases  moved  into 
the  district. 

During  the  same  period  two  cases  left  the  district,  one 
recovered  and  one  was  removed  from  the  Register  because  of  an 
error  of  diagnosis. 

NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946,  Section  26 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 


Numbers  of  children  in  the  district  who  were  treated  during 
the  year:- 


Purpose  of 
Injection. 

Age  of  child 

Reinforcing 

Injections. 

Under 
1 yr. 

1 

yr. 

2 

yrs. 

3 

yrs. 

4 

yrs. 

5-9 

yrs. 

Total 

Immunisation 

against 

Diptheria 

24 

35 

3 

“7 

i 

■ 

1 6 

82 

71 

Immunisation 

against 

Whooping  Cough 

22 

16 

i 

4 

- 

43 

- 

Vaccination 

against 

Smallpox 

2 

- 

l 

— 

44 

9 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation  are  a County  Council  responsibility 
and  the  figures  given  above  have  been  kindly  supplied  by  the  County 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  (all  ages) 


Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

• • 

Males 

1 

Females 

Total 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

• • 

1 

— 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

• • 

- 

1 

1 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

2 

2 

4 

Diabetes 

• • 

— 

2 

2 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

• • 

3 

10 

13 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

• • 

4 

9 

Other  heart  disease 

# , 

8 

12 

20 

Other  circulatory  disease 

• • 

2 

2 

4 

Bronchitis 

• • 

2 

— 

2 

G-astritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

• • 

— 

1 

1 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

• • 

1 

— 

1 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

• • 

2 

— 

2 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

- 

4 

4 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

• • 

1 

l 

All  other  accidents 

• • 

— 

l 

l 

Suicide 

• • 

1 

l 

2 

29 


40 


69 
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APPENDIX 


( Abridged.) 


Thursday,  19th  May,  1955* 


Memorandum  on  Proposal  to  erect 

Houses  at  Hergcst  Camp,  Kington. 

If  the  plan  prepared  by  the  County  Planning  Officer 
for  the  creation  of  a new  village  at  Horgost  Camp  for  the 
accommodation  of  several  hundreds  of  people  and  having  Church, 
School,  Shops,  Village  Hall  and  playing  fields  is  proceeded 
with,  in,  its  entirety,  there  may  be  a good  chance  that  a 
happy  and  settled  community  will  develop,  but,  on  page  2 of 
the  report,  the  Planning  Officer  gives  this  significant 
warning.  " The  long-term  result  will  hi  spend  upon  the'  "ability 
to  retain  tenants  at_.Horgcst  in  the  face  of  the  pull  of 
imp roved Jiou sing  conditions  in  urban  areas" 

If,  in  the  end,  wc  do  not  proceed  with  the  new 
village  scheme  but  build  only  the  proposed  57  houses  at  the 
lower  end;  and  if  it  is  likely,  as  the  Chairman  has  been  told 
by  the  Ministry’s  representatives,  that  the  remainder  of  the 
camp  area  will  not  bo  reclaimed  for  agriculture  because  of 
the  expense,  but  will  only  be  partially  cleared,  then,  the 
area  will,  in  the  words  used,  by  a Councillor  at  last  week's 
Committee  Meeting,  be  nothing  more  than  "a  d.ump". 

The  Planning  Officers  in  their  report  emphasise 
on  two  occasions  (page  1 and  page  5)  the  difficulty  of  re- 
claiming any  of  the  land  to  agricultural  purposes.  Therefore, 
if  the  village  scheme  is  not  proceeded  with  and  if  the  Ministry 
does  not  clear  the  land  completely,  wc  can  visulise  what  the 
upper  part  of  the  camp  (nearly  20  acres)  will  look  like  after 
the  huts  are  demolished  to  ground  level  but  the  site  not 
cleared.  If  the  mountains  of  rubble  that  will  result  are  not 
removed  (and  our  Surveyor  considers  that  it  will  be  well-nigh 
impossible  to  dispose  of  the  huge  quantities  of  rubble  within 
our  district)  the  surroundings  of  our  new  houses  will  be  so 
unattractive  with  rubble,  foundations  of  huts  and  weeds  as  to 
prejudice  the  success  of  the  housing  scheme. 

My  main  worry  about  the  proposal  to  build,  the 
houses  there,  (under  the  circumstances  at  the  camp  of  which 
we  are  all  aware)  is  that  there  is  a risk  that,  in  12  or  15 
years  time,  a new  rural  slum  will  develop  through  the  aggregation 
of  problem  families,  of  unemployables,  and  of  people  whose 
standards  are  low;  by  the  removal  to  the  urban  area  or  elsewhere, 
when  opportunity  offers,  of  the  better  type  of  families;  and 
by  the  refusal  of  other  respectable  families  to  accept  .a  new 
house  at  Hergest  when  vacancies  arise. 

Experience  elsexuhere  makes  me  consider  that  there 
is  a real  risk  of  that;  and  our  own  Surveyor  has  had  an 
instance  (which  could  serve  as  a warning  for  us)  where  four 
or  five  families  of  ordinary  people  at  the  Camp  pleaded  with 
him  not  to  let  one  of  the  poorer  type  families  occupy  a hut 
near  them  that  had  become  vacant. 
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Because  I consider  that  the  housing  problem  at 
the  camp  and  throughout  the  district  should  be  regarded  as 
one  problem  and  not  two,  it  seems  to  me  that  we  should  now 
check  up  on  the  people  at  Hergest  Camp,  select  those  who  will 
make  good  Council  House  tenants  and  add  their  names  to  the 
waiting  list  for  the  village  or  centre  they  consider  most 
convenient  for  their  work.  By  doing  so,  we  shall,  I think, 
reduce  considerably  the  Hergest  Camp  re-housing  problem. 

I am  convinced  that  if  the  residents  at  the  camp  have  to  pay 
a rent  of  about  23/-  or  so  per  week  for  a new  Council  House 
at  the  camp,  few  of  them  would  elect  to  stay  there  if  they 
could  get  a house  at  Lyonshall,  Ru shock  and  so  on. 

The  hard  core  of  problem  families,  the  unemployables, 
and  the  worst  of  the  squatters  would  not  be  selected  for 
Council  houses  at  the  villages  and  would  therefore  continue  to 
be  accommodated  in  converted  huts  at  the  camp  as  long  as  may 
be  necessary.  To  put  some  of  these  families  into  Council 

houses  would  lead  to  eviction  ultimately  for  failure  to  pay 
rent  or  for  damaging  Council  property  so  it  would,  surely, 
be  wiser  and  far  cheaper  in  the  long  run  to  retain  the  best 
of  the  converted  huts  for  them.  Your  Surveyor  and  I think 
that  those  near  the  water  tower  would  serve  the  purpose  best 
and  even  if  we  had  to  put  on  new  roofs  and  make  other 
improvements,  the  cost  would  be  much  less  than  for  new  houses. 
As  vacancies  occurred  through  these  families  growing  up  or 
moving  off,  the  huts  would  be  closed  and  no  newcomers 
allowed  in,  so  one  could  look  forward  to  the  complete  closure 
of  them  all  in  10  or  15  years.  The  rest  of  the  camp  site 
would  have  been  handed  back  to  the  Ministry,  and  only  what 
was  needed  for  these  huts  would  require  to  be  retained  or 
leased. 


Because  of  the  desire  wo  all  have  to  keep  our 
beautiful  part  of  the  country  free  from  the  blot  that  a rural 
slum  of  this  size  would  constitute  (were  my  fears  about  the 
results  of  building  at  the  camp  to  materialise  in  coming  years) 
I hope  that,  as  we  are  about  to  take,  what  may  be,  an 
irrevocable  decision,  the  problem  will  be  viewed  as  a broad 
one  affecting  all  of  us  in  the  Urban  and  Rural  districts; 
and  that  it  will  not  be  forgotten  that,  if  slum  conditions 
do  arise,  they  may  affect  the  houses  and  our  ability  to 
obtain  new  tenants  during  their  whole  life  of  50  or  60  years. 


I.F.  MACKENZIE 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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